Patrick Hait

Clarinet Lesson Self Critique

This video shows a typical small group lesson that I teach to fourth grade beginning band students.  This particular class is on the small side, having only four students.  Most of my classes have five or six.  As the school year progresses and the students become more proficient on their instruments, I have some time to teach them how to read some more advanced rhythms.  Until the end of March, the students have been working mainly on different assignments in their book and preparing the three songs that will be performed in the spring concert.

For the past two weeks, I have been teaching students about eighth notes.  To my surprise, most of the students grasped the concept quite easily.  In the beginning of this lesson, I incorporate eighth notes into the warm-up.  In the very beginning of the video, you will notice me taking a chair away from a student and giving him a stool to sit on.  This particular student never displays good posture and I thought that giving him a chair without a back would be beneficial to his development.
I am very happy with the way that this lesson went.  I feel that it went at a pace that both held the students attention, as well as let me reinforce my objectives.  This particular type of warm-up is new to the students.  They have never incorporated a rhythmic exercise using eighth notes into the playing of their scale.  This warm-up exercise spiraled into a major part of the lesson that allowed each student to compose a rhythm for the class to perform.  The composition exercise ensured that each individual student understood this concept, while giving the class the opportunity to play several different rhythmic patterns.
While watching the video, I feel that I could have been more effective if I had followed this warm-up exercise with an example from the book.  This would have given the students something concrete that they could practice for the next lesson.  Instead, I asked the students to come up with their own rhythms and practice their scale at home the way we just practiced it here.  That was a much less concrete assignment.  In the future, I will be sure to give more concrete homework examples.
The next section of the lesson pays close attention to the dynamics and tempo in a song called China Suite.  In watching the video, I find myself calling out almost every dynamic change throughout the song.  In the future, I would like to control that habit and force the students to change dynamics without a verbal cue from me.
Towards the end of the lesson, I feel that time could have been used much more efficiently.  I was in the midst of reviewing the eighth note exercise from the beginning of class when I asked the students to try some verbal dictation.  The students had great difficulty with the concept of listening to and then counting a rhythm.  If I am going to try an exercise like that in the future, I will be sure to properly introduce it to the children.  In hindsight, I feel that I should have moved on to problem areas in another band song.
As a whole, I feel that this lesson went very well.  I introduced the students to a new way to practice their scale which will build up their dexterity around the instrument as well as help their articulations.  I also helped the students to find particular areas within one of their band songs that they need to practice. 

