Patrick Hait

Instrumental Lesson Plan 

A. T. Morrow Elementary School 4th grade band rehearsal, Thursday, April 6, 2006.
Contents: Warm-up, Rhythmic exercise (BB Booster #6, 7), Buglers Dream, China Suite.
Objectives:
1. By the end of the period of instruction, the students will play with greater accuracy and attention to the style and dynamics of Buglers Dream and China Suite.

2. By the end of the period of instruction, the students will perform with better posture.  They will also freeze at the end of the songs.
Standards:
MENC 2 (Performing on instruments, alone and with others)
MENC 5 (Reading and notating music)
NY 1 (Creating, Performing and Participating in the arts)
NY 2 (Knowing and using arts materials and resources)
Warm-up:
1. Bb around the band.  I instruct some students to start playing a concert Bb.  Once the students hear a Bb, they play it also and watch the director for the cutoff.


2. Scale – whole notes.  Watch for cut-off’s.  Freeze at the end of the scale.


3. Discuss ‘silence’ before and after a song.

BB Booster II:
1. BB Booster II #6 – Nicholas Forte.


2. Ensure that students are playing correct rhythm.  Have the students count the rhythm if necessary.


3. Be sure that students freeze at the end as we have a performance coming up.


4. BB #7 - Ensure that students are playing correct rhythm.  Have the students count the rhythm if necessary.


5. If necessary, split Melody / Harmony to be sure students can play correct rhythm.

Buglers
1. Run through Buglers Dream.
Dream:

2. Make sure students are sitting with correct posture.


3. Make sure students are playing correct dynamics.


4. If necessary, be sure that clarinets are playing soft enough throughout entire song.
China Suite:
1. Play Working in the Fields with repeats.  We have done this in some lesson groups, but not yet in the full ensemble.


2. Ensure students enter at the correct time.


3. Be sure that students play with the correct dynamics.



4. In Jasmine Flower, watch for accuracy of notes in the woodwinds.


5. Also focus on the dynamics and ritard at measure 13.


6. If we have time, play Schools Out with the repeat.  Also focus on accuracy of notes and posture.
Assessment:
Students are constantly being assessed for their posture, behavior and playing ability.
