Patrick Hait
Clarinet Lesson – Eighth Notes and Band Music
April, 2006
Grade Level: 4th grade beginning band.  This lesson takes place approx. 1 month before concert.
Approximate time: 1 class period (40 minutes)
Objective: By the end of one class period, the students will be able to compose and perform (on their clarinets) a four beat rhythmic pattern using half, quarter, eighth notes and rests.
Standards:
MENC 2 (Performing on instruments, alone and with others)
MENC 5 (Reading and notating music)
NY 1 (Creating, Performing and Participating in the arts)
NY 2 (Knowing and using arts materials and resources)
Materials: 
1. White Board
Procedure: 
1. Instead of the usual long tone scale warm-up, I will write a four beat rhythmic pattern on the board using quarter and eighth notes.
2. Ask students to count the rhythm.  Play the rhythm on a concert Bb.
a. Assess students on their rhythmic accuracy.

3. Ask students to play their scale using the rhythm on the board for each pitch (4 beats per pitch).
4. Have each student write a 4 beat rhythm on the board using half, quarter and eighth notes.  Have the student count the rhythm.  Have the class count the rhythm.  Have the class play a scale using that rhythm.

5. I will alter the rhythms at my own discretion in an effort to further their rhythmic reading ability.  Students will count then perform rhythms.  At the end of this sequence, I will have students perform different rhythms without counting them first.
6. Band Music – China Suite.  Start performing the song with the repeats.  Be sure students know where to repeat to.  Also, be sure dynamics are accurate.  I will play the harmony on a different instrument so the students can achieve greater part independence.
7. Play through the rest of the movements of the suite ensuring correct style and dynamics.  I will continue to play the harmony on another instrument.
8. Work on the accuracy of the notes in the third section (School’s Out).

9. Ask students to circle any part of their music that they have difficulty with so that they can focus their practicing.
10. Ask students to write out a rhythm (like we did in the beginning of class) and use that rhythm to practice their scale at home.
Evaluation: There are several areas for assessment built in to the procedure of the lesson plan.  Be sure that students can count and perform the eighth note rhythms correctly.  Be sure to individually assess each student on his rhythmic reading ability.  Assess each students ability to perform correct dynamics throughout the band pieces.






